
1.12.20 (BW) 

The following are questions and suggestions I recently presented to the Town of Perinton and Village of 

Fairport Boards based on the F. Staropoli’s blog titled “The City/Suburban Divide in Living Color”: 

• How do you see the relationship between Perinton/Fairport (P/F) and the City? 

• How do you balance or align the interests of your constituents with those of City residents? 

• How might P/F residents benefit from a closer relationship with the City? 

• What would be the barriers you see to creating a closer relationship? 

• What was your stand on the Anti-harassment bill recently passed by the County Legislature? 

And are you aware of the process that preceded that bill?  Do you think the process was a just 

one? Do you see how this bill contributes to institutional racism? 

• How can P/F leverage its many privileges for the benefit of Monroe County especially the City as 

we move into a New Year & Decade? 

• How can the P/F help broaden City relationships, partnerships, as well as explore possible 

Business sector connections? 

• How can P/F encourage development for permanent Affordable Housing … and not just for 

seniors --- that would benefit the entire region due to the current crisis and need for thousands 

of affordable units? A similar suggestion was recently made to the Adam Bello transition team 

• Along these lines, I recommend that the P/F Boards consider a presentation of the “History of 

Segregation and Racist Policy in Greater Rochester”; see 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16WBk8xskVZXfsXeRa5EcOMVHXlHipN95cD_BU6xMb

mo 

• This is a very powerful PPT presentation that is eye opening and I could help arrange a meeting 

with the researcher and developer  

• Other educational possibilities include P/F’s historical connection with the Underground 

Railroad and Abolition 

• This would provide an historical context and a bridge connecting Fairport/Perinton’s anti-slavery 

role with today’s issues re: the ongoing racial divide; and perhaps connected with the 

developing Fairport Central School District’s Diversity and Equal Access initiatives.  

• Bottomline: be INTENTIONAL and PROACTIVE in searching out possibilities like these and 

treating them as opportunities at the start of this new decade and within any new planning; i.e. 

become a “bridging the racial divide” model within the County 

• Lastly, you might be familiar with an incident that happened in 1920 right outside the Fairport 

Village Offices on Main Street. It is outlined in a July 24, 2012 article titled “A Race Riot in 

Fairport?”  in the “Rochester Subway” paper. Tragically it resulted in the killing of a 21-year-old 

black male in a car he was a passenger. So not so surprisingly the racial divide between the 

suburbs and the city has historical roots. The link to this article is 

(http://www.rochestersubway.com/topics/2012/07/race-riot-in-fairport-ny/) 

Note for those who live in other suburbs who might be interested in asking similar questions to their 

public officials: simply replace the “P/F” locale with your own as well as other local historical events you 

are familiar with; i.e. this is a template that I offer for your use. 
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